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Union Council Agenda

Thursday 27th September 2007 6pm

The Senate Chamber

Referendum Open Meeting
1. Presentation – Joe Cooper, Director of Membership Services

2. Selection of Campaign Leaders, Dave Gilmore, NUS Regional Officer

Union Council Business
i. Quorum check
ii. Apologies for absence

iii. Accuracy of the minutes of the last meeting
iv. Matters arising from the minutes of the last two meetings

[image: image1.png]

v. External Trustee
Recruitment



Joe Cooper
vi. Report from Board of Trustees



Achike Ofodile
vii. Verbal Reports from the Sabbaticals




President






Achike Ofodile 

Education






Tom Christian
Welfare






Peter Mackintosh
Student Activities (inc. Soc Fed)


James ‘Bullie’ Bull

Sports (inc. sports Fed)




Tom Marsh
viii. Reports from the Site Committees


Eliot JCC
Rutherford JCC

Keynes JCC

Darwin JCC

Parkwood Committee
ix. Other Reports

Part Time Officers will be asked if they have any reports to give

x. Motions

Motion 1: Education Assembly
xi. Any Other Business
xii. Time, Date and Place of the Next Meeting
Motion 1
Motion to restructure Education Assembly

Union Council Notes:
1. That the results of the Course Rep survey conducted at the end of last year indicated that 76% of Course Rep had attended a maximum of only two meetings of Education Assembly throughout the entire year.

2. That even at its highest turnout Education Assembly has never achieved quorum. 
3. That as a direct result no formal legislation has ever been passed.
4. That only 1% of Course Reps attended all the EA meetings last year, most of which were Department and Faculty Reps.

5. That under Course Rep Council (2005/2006), where Department and Faculty Reps held the vote, every meeting achieved quorum and policy was regularly passed.

6. That the Faculty Reps will be elected this year at the bye elections providing them with a greater democratic mandate than ever before.

7. That the Department Reps will be elected this year not by all the Course Reps but by the students from the departments they wish to represent, again providing them with a greater democratic mandate. 

Union Council Believes:
1. That the students at Kent deserve an efficient, representative Course Rep system capable of delivering policy.

2. That the existing set-up of Education Assembly does not encourage informal face-to-face debate.

3. That the value to normal Course Reps of Education Assembly in its present form does not justify the time they sacrifice to attend.  It is unfair and unrealistic to expect most Course Reps to turn out each month to vote on policy that cannot be formally implemented.

4. That the reliability, dedication and enthusiasm of senior Course Reps should be taken full advantage of.

5. That given the recent dissolution of Campaigning Through Action (CTA), there is a greater need then ever to have a viable education orientated campaigning group in place.    

Union Council Resolves:
1. To restructure Education Assembly into two collaborative bodies set out in the following points that empower Course Reps to fulfil their roles while ensuring policy is passed efficiently and legitimately. 

2. To establish Education Forum where Course Reps can debate and discuss academic issues in depth in a suitable venue and an informal style.  All Course Reps will be encouraged to attend Education Forum and it will meet once each term.

3. To establish Education Committee to act as the formal decision making body as well as a think-tank for formulating policy and undertaking campaigns.  All Department Reps, Faculty Reps and JCC Education Officers shall be asked to attend and vote on Education Committee and it will meet the week before each Union Council.
Proposed by: Tom Christian, Education Sabbatical

Seconded by: Pete Mackintosh, Welfare Sabbatical
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